Eighty three patients in whom the diagnosis of Crohn's disease had been made before the age of 40 years and who had been resident in the city of Cardiff were asked to complete a detailed questionnaire about their educational and employment experiences. Responses were obtained from 58 patients (response rate= 70%), 23 buddy controls, and 27 community controls. The mean (SD) age of patients at the time of the survey was 31 (5) years.
Eighty three patients in whom the diagnosis of Crohn's disease had been made before the age of 40 years and who had been resident in the city of Cardiff were asked to complete a detailed questionnaire about their educational and employment experiences. Responses were obtained from 58 patients (response rate= 70%), 23 buddy controls, and 27 community controls. The mean (SD) age of patients at the time of the survey was 31 (5) years. Twenty four of the patients were diagnosed before leaving secondary education, at a mean age of 17 years. They had lost significantly more days' schooling than controls (x2= 14-3 p<0O001) but (Table I) compared with 16-9 years for community controls and 16-6 years for buddy controls. In other words, 34 patients were not diagnosed until after they had completed their secondary education. However, 42% of patients diagnosed while at school had lost at least two weeks schooling because of admission to hospital for their Crohn's disease. This was a significantly greater number than the 4%7 controls who had required hospitalisation for a similar period (x2= 14-3 p<0 001). However, the time lost by patients because of all forms of illness, including those that did not require hospitalisation was mean (SD) 1-8 (5) (range 0-24) weeks compared with 4-6 (1 6) (range 0-20) weeks by controls (t=-2-7; p<0 01).
Altogether 47% of patients and 42% of controls attended full time further education (z= 1 2 NS). The type of tertiary education was also similar (X24=4 4 NS) as were the formal qualifications obtained during both secondary and teritiary education (x27=3 3; NS) ( Table I) .
Of the 58 patients, 24 were diagnosed before they completed secondary or tertiary education. Some 21% of these patients found lecturers or teachers indifferent to their illness and 8% found them hostile. (Table II) . Despite their academic success, 17% of patients had been unable to sit examinations because of illness and 14% felt that disease had prevented them obtaining the education they would have liked (Table II) .
Similar numbers of patients and controls were (Table IV) . As with education up to 24% of patients felt their disease had limited their employment prospects and had either prevented them seeking promotion or had actually prevented promotion. Details on type of work and on the role of medical as opposed to surgical management were not investigated.
Discussion
Forty two per cent of young people with Crohn's disease lost time from school because of their Crohn's disease. Ill health was more widespread among young people with the disease. It is also likely that some people with Crohn's disease diagnosed after completion of their education lost time at school because of undiagnosed disease. This was not recorded in the survey. However, the time lost from school by these young people was significantly less than when illness affected a limited number of controls. Perhaps surprisingly, this illness did not significantly affect academic achievement, as measured by exam successes, although subjectively 14% of patients believed that disease had impaired their performance and 17% had at some time been unable to take an exam because of the disease. Such success was not due to partiality on the part ofteachers or lecturers. Sixty seven per cent were unaware of their students' disease and amongst those who were, there was considerable indifference and even hostility.
Seventy nine per cent of patients with Crohn's disease were in active employment at the time of the study. Twice as many patients as controls had experienced periods of long term unemployment, although this did not reflect active dismissals. In the view of 37% of patients, employers should not know of their illness and 30% would actively conceal it. Although these views might simply reflect the experience of a 
